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INTRODUCTION. 


As ſo much has been ſaid at the 
cloſe of laſt war, and ſince, reſpe&- 
ing the different modes of ſupply- 
ing the army, I have taken the li- 
berty of laying before the Public 
my correſpondence with the office 
for auditin g the public accounts; 
if it tends to throw any light on 
that buſineſs, which has hitherto 
been ſo little underſtood, and upon 
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which there are ſo many opinions, 
my end will be fully anſwered, and 
they will, perhaps, be then con- 
vinced, that if any poſitive fixed 
general ſyſtem could be adopted, 
that of contract, which was eſta- 


bliſhed by my predeceſſor, Sir Wil- 


liam Howe, and continued during 
my command, was the beſt under 
the probable duration of offenſive 
war, in which ſecrecy and celerity 
of operation demands that the pub- 
lic ſtores and warlike depots of 
every kind ſhould be amply pro- 
vided, and ever ready at an inſtant 
to anſwer the call of the com- 
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mander in chief! > 
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Purſuant to an AF of Parliament, 


paſſed in the twenty-fifth year of 
the reign of his Majefly King 
George the Third, intituled ** An | 
Act for the better examining 
“and auditing the Public Ac- 
* counts of this kingdom—" 


Tus are to require you to exhibit to 
us, on or before the firſt day of May next, 
at twelve of the clock at noon, at our office, 


authen- 


66 


authenticated copies of all the orders iffued 


by the commanders in chief in North Ame- 
rica, for regulating the department of the 
Quarter-maſter General: And hereof you 
are not to fail. 


Given under our hands at out office 
in Scotland Yard, Whitehall, this 
ſeverith day of April, in the yeat 
of our Lord 1786. 


(Signed) Wm. Mor ESO. 
Johx. Tho. Barr. 
Joun MARTIN LEAKE. 


To Colonel Oliver De 
Lancey, Adjutant 
General for North 
America. 
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TO LIEUTENANT COLONEL DE LANCEY. 


Portland Place, June 3, 1786. 
SIR, 


Havme maturely conſidered the impor- 
tance of the inveſtigation, in which the Com- 
miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts 
are at preſent en caged ; and the letter you 
have written to me, in conſequence of their 
precept, (requiring authenticated copies of 
all orders iſſued by the commanders in chief 
in North America for regulating the de- 
partment of Quarter-maſter General) I feel 
myſelf called upon by every principle of 
duty, not only to enable you to obey their 
mandate, as far as relates to my commands, 


but 


£73 
but to offer thoſe gentlemen every informa- 
tion, either perſonally, or otherwiſe, which 
my experience and ſituations may have fur- 


niſhed me with upon the ſubject. 


Different opinions have gone forth reſpect- 
ing the two modes of ſupplying the trains 
wanted for the land and water movements, 
and various other exigencies of an acting 
army; and I underſtand, that each is ſup- 
ported by the ſuffrages of moſt re ſpectable 
military characters. 


As the determining this great national 
queſtion may involve moſt important future 
conſequences to the public, every aid ſhould 
be ſought which can throw light upon the 
ſubject; and I am of opinion, that the ſenti- 
ments of all the general officers who have 
had commands from Lord Amherſt, who, 
| I I be- 


1 
I believe, firſt eſtabliſhed this mode of con- 
tract, to Sir Guy Carleton incluſive, (if col- 
lected by proper authority) might lead to an 
efteCtual deciſion of it. 


As I cannot be entitled to either praiſe or 
cenſure for the merits or defects of the mode 
followed by me, having only adopted what I 
found eſtabliſhed by my predeceſſor, Sir W. 
Howe, (which the then probable ſhort dura- 
tion of the war would have prevented my 
altering had I even judged it a bad one) I 
feel myſelf entirely diſintereſted in the event, 
and have conſequently no other inducement”, 
for becoming a volunteer in this buſineſs, 
than that ardent zeal for the publig welfare 


which has ever influenced my conduct. 


I muſt however acknowledge, that I am 


partial to the ſupplying armies by contract, 
B | (upon 
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(upon proper terms) for many good reaſons, 
amongſt which the known limits of the ex- 
pence may not be the leaſt ;' for the pur- 
chaſing every thing at the opening a cam- 
paign would require conſiderable ſums of 
money, the greateſt part of which might pro- 
bably be loft, (ſhould the war be ſuddenly 
cloſed) from the great diſadvantage under 
which it is well known government always 


fell:.* Local and temporary conſiderations 


may indeed induce a general officer to adopt 


che latter plan, as was the caſe with me in 
1776 in Virginia and the Carolinas, where. [ 
found the articles wanted exceeding cheap, 
and with Lord Cornwallis in 1780 and 1781, 
when there was no force to oppoſe him, and 


he could purchaſe from friends cheap, and 


It is well known at what rate government 15 


obliged to pay when in want, and at what rate it muſt 
ö © - 7 


- 


ſel! at the cloſe of a war, 


could 
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could take from the deſerted plantations of 
the enemies; and I underitand wich Sir Guy 
Carleton, in 1782, very near the cloſe of 
the war, when of courſe thoſe aricles were 
to be had (of thoſe who had had the con- 
tract) exceeding cheap allo. But as a gene- 
ral ſyſtem, I am inclined to be of opinion, 
that the doing it by contract is the beſt, in 
which opinion, I think, the Commifſſioners 
will agree with me, when they read the pro- 
ceedings of the two Boards of Inveſtigation, 
which I appointed at New York for the very 
purpoſe of inquiring into this buſineſs. And 
I beg leave to recommend the peruſal of them 
to the Commiſſioners, as being replete with 
the moſt important information, and con- 
taining every argument which. can well be 
adduced on either fide the queſtion, Theſe 
papers were tranſmitted by me to the Lords 
of the Treaſury in the courſe of 1781 and 
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early in 1782, and may conſequently be ob- 
tained by application to their Board.“ 


Jam, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


(Signed) H. CLINTON. 


* Theſe inveſtigations and proceedings, and the 
reports thereon, and the commander ip chief's corre- 
ſpondence with the Treaſury, were recommended by 
the Lords of the Treaſury, (through their ſecretary, 
Mr. Robinſon) to the then preſident of the Board of 
public Accounts, before that Board's making their ſe- 


venth Report in June 1782, on the extraordinary ex- 
| penditures, but that gentleman neglected to ayail him- 
| ſelf of them. 


TO 


TO LIEUT. GEN. SIR HENRY CLINTON, 


Office for auditing the Public 
Accounts, 4th Nov. 1786. 


SIR, 


Is conſequence of the obliging offer con- 
tained in your letter to Colonel De Lancey, 
dated the 3d of June laſt, to give the Board 
every information, either perſonally or 
e otherwiſe, which your experience and ſitu- 
** ation may have furniſhed you with,“ the 
Commiſſioners are encouraged to trouble you 


with the following inquiries : 


Firſt, Whether any perſons, not belonging 
to the Quarter- maſter General's department, 
were 


ö 
| 
| 
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were employed to make frequent muſters of 
the drivers, horſes, waggons, carts, waggon- 
maſters, conductors, clerks, ſtore-keepers, 
artificers, and labourers, ſerving in or paid 
by that department ? and if the returns of 
theſe muſters, or any of them, have been 


preſerved, it is defired that they may be 
tranſmitted to the Board. 


Secondly, Whether it ever came to your 
knowledge, that any of the perſons entruſted 
in the departments of the Quarter-maſter 
General, Barrack-maſter General, Commiſ- 
ſary General, and Engineers, were the own - 


ers of, or concerned in the profits ariſing from 
the horſes, &c. or boats and ſhips. 


Thirdly, Whether, during your command, 
any orders were given, by which perſons en- 


3 truſted 
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truſted with purchaſing, keeping, or ifluing 


of public ſtores, were forbidden to charge 
more than they paid, or to appropriate any 
part thereof to their own uſe, under pretence 
of uſage, perquiſite of office, or otherwiſe ? 
And whether all perſons employed in offices 
| where the public money was received, or 
| paid, or where the public ſtores were received 
or iſſued, or perſens employed to controul - 
or check the ſame, were forbidden to trade 
directly or indireQly, or to have any concern 
in the prize of veſſels, boats, waggons, carts, 
and horſes? And if any ſuch orders were 
given, either written or verbal, defire that 


copies, or the ſubſtance of them, may be 


communicated to the Board. 


I have 


— — 82 * 
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I have the honour to be, with great re- 
ſpect, 
SIR, 
Vour moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) PHIL. DEARE. 


N. B. If theſe gentlemen had been ſo good 


as to have taken the trouble of ſending to 
the Treaſury for the papers recommended 
in my letter to Colonel De Lancey, they 
would have found all theſe queſtions fully 


anſwered. 


TO 


2255tCjC0w⁴....d — — r een _ 


C t7 ) 
TO PHIL. DEARE, ESQ. 


PorHand Place, Dec. 26, 1786. 
813 


Hav received your letter of the zih 
ule. when I was iti the country, I could not, 
for want of the neceffary papers, fupply the 
information required by the Commiſſioners 
in the three queſtions, to which you have, 
in their name, defired my anſwer. Since 
my coming to town I have run over as much 
of my correſpondence, and other papers re- 
lating to the departments of the army lately 
inde wy command, as the time would per- 
mit. And though che queries propdſed ra 
PS C TOM ther 
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ther branch from the line I had marked to 
myſelf in my letter to Colonel De Lancey of 
the 3d of June, 1786, which was written 
under an idea that the Commiſſioners were 
then engaged in an inquiry into the merits 
of the two modes of ſupplying the trains 
wanted for the land and water movements of 
an acting army, I have endeavoured to col- 
le, in one point of view, all that I found 
material for the purpoſe of anſwering them 
in the order in which they occur ; it being 
my ſincere wiſh to give the Commiſſioners, 


every information in my power. 


FIRST QUESTION. 


Whether any perſons, not belonging to 
i the Quarter-maſter General's department, 


« were 


2 
« of the drivers, horſes, waggons, carts, 
6 waggon-maſters, conduQrs, clerks, ſtore | 
66 keepers, artificers, and labourers, ſerving 


« in or "Ron by tat at * 


ANSWER. 


I do not recollect that any perſons not be- 
longing to the Quarter-maſter General's de- 
partment were employed to make frequent 
muſters of the drivers, horſos, waggons, 
carts, &c. ſerving in or paid by that depart · 
ment, before the month of Auguſt 1781, 
when a muſter was recommended by a 
Board of Inveſtigation, compoſed of general 
officers and gs: (which I had con- 
| fitured on a repreſentation from Major 
2 , © Res 
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e 
Prummand. C mwiſſary oh Accounts, when 
he, firſt began tg act, that he had made ſmme 
important diſcqygries reſpecting the n. 
diture of the public money. (This muſter 


was, I believe, the firſt eyes qulered by any. 


commander in chief in America of the de- 
ſcription you mention ; and as it was every 
way ſudden and unexpected, the returns of 
it, which accompany the proceedings, and 
report of chat beard, which, E ſent, tg, the 
only, that. the tains, Kc. attached, tg. the, 
Quarter-maſter General's. department were, 
kept up to, the eſjabliſhment, ordered, but, 
that there was a conſiderable, depot beſides, 
(ſuꝑported at the expence. of -the. contract) 
in conſtant readineſs for any, other exigencies 
of. che ſervice. The Quartęr: maſter Gente 
ral, (who. was always. a general offiger, of; 
ability in his profeſſſon, and of the higheſt 

truſt 
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tut and confidence). having hegn ayer the 
 guded 38 reſponſible to, the commander in 
chief for oompetem fupplics,, 4 all, ſeaſpny 
aud on, the moſt ſudden calls; and having 


regulauly, correſponded. with the, reports, made 
to. me, by, that officer; I am, free. to,owns 
that ng, other check appeared, neceſſary than 
the. controul of the. Quarter-waſter General 
by. ſuch muſtgrs as, he might judge exper. 
dient. And: in. juſtice to,thq officers, of that, 
departpent, I take this opportunity. gb. der. 
daring, that I alwdys fopng them ready-ta 
anſwer, my, requiſitions, in. the, fqlleſt, and 
ſpcedicft. manner, of -which mx rmarch thro! 
the Jerſeys in. 177% which required a train 
to tranſport. twenty-one. days. No ins for 
19, oo men, (including. the trœops, anch fol, 
lowers) the more, in. January. 1781 to. far, 


vour 


0 ; = | . ; - 
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Fx, reaſon to, ſuppoſe that, the eſtabliſhe = 
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vour the revolt of great part of the rebel 
army, which required the utmoſt celerity and 
ſecrecy ; and wy order for the one intended 
in September of the ſame year, both of 
which were complied with at a day's no- 
tice, are (beſides many others, not neceſſary 
now to enumerate) convincing proofs, and 
will conſequently be allowed to be ſufficient 
inducements for me to take it for granted, that 


the department was moft ſcrupulouſly - kept 
up to the eſtabliſiment ordered But had 


the Commiſſary of Accounts thought himſelf 
ſufficiently authoriſed by his commiſſion _ .. 
have ated from the'firſt; Which Ihequentiy ART 


recdtninetided it to him to do. and had ſug- 
geſted, that he judged frequent muſters of 
the trains requiſite, I ſhould, probably, have 
ordered them. But I ſhould haye been cau- 
tious (under the. uncertain duration of the 


hn 


, 


i 
war) how 1 liſtened to any propoſal for 
changing the ſyſtem J found eſtabliſhed, 
even if I had any doubts reſpecting it, as 
no man could foreſce the miſchievous con- 
ſequences which might have followed an al- 
teration, from the apparent impoſſibility of 
procuring other ſupplies equally efficient 
when wanted; and a change (by me at leaſt) 
muſt have been peculiarly improper while 
J was in daily expectation of receiving per- 
miſſion to reſign the command, for which I 
had repeatedly laid my humble entreaties at 
his Majeſty's feet; in which, however, I 
was directed to remain, in terms (I muſt 
acknowledge) moſt flattering and honourable 


to me., 


tw) 


W*ceaxb avtsrion. 

E Whether i it ever came to your know- 
* « Jedgs that any of the perſons entruſted in 
* the departments of the Quarter-maſter Ge- 
« neral, Barrack-maſter General, Commil- 
4 fary General, and Engineers, were the 
« owners of, or concerned in the profits art- 
« fing from the horſes, and on the boats 
« and ſhips, &c. ?” 


ANSWER. 

1 hever Bad official itifotmtion that they 
were the dwnefs of, dr concettied in the pro- 
fits ariſing from the horſes, &c. and the 
boats and ſhips, &c. It had (it is true) been 
much the ſubje& of converſation during part 
of my command ; that this was not only 
en the caſe, in a certain degree, but as Sir 

2 William 
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William Erſkine, the Quarter-maſter General, 
informed me had been ever the practice in 
America from General Braddock's, Lord 
Loudon's, Lord Amherſt's, General Gage's, 
and Sir William Howe's command, but not 
having the ſmalleſt reaſon to ſuſpect fraud, 
and having every one to be ſatisfied with the 


efficiency of my ſupplies, I did not think it 
neceſſary for me to take any meaſures reſpec- 


ting it. 


THIRD QUESTION. 


Whether during your command any 
orders were given by which perſons . 
e truſted with purchaſing, keeping, or ifluing 
« of public ſtores, were forbidden to charge 
more than they paid, or to appropriate any 
«« part thereof ta their own uſe, under pre- 

* <6 tence 
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© tence of uſage, perquiſite of office, or 
* otherwiſe—and whether all perſons em- 
« ployed in offices, when the public money 
e was received or paid, or when the public 
&« ſtores were received or iſſued, or perſons 
« employed to controul or check the ſame, 
e were forbidden to trade directly or indirect- 
« ly, or to have any concern in the prize 
e of . veſſels, boats, waggons, carts, and 


& horſes !” 


ANSWER. 


No orders which I recolle& were iſſued 
during my commanding the army in chief, 
by which the perſons deſcribed were forbid- 
den to charge more for ſtores purchaſed 
than they paid ; as I humbly conceive that 
frauds: of that flagitious nature being amply 
puniſhable under the articles of war, as well 
as the laws of the land, ſpecific orders were 


y not 


6 
not wanting to prevent them. But as I 


judged it poſſible that the public might not 


always have full credit given for all the freſh 
| proviſions taken from the enemy, and iſſued 
to the navy and army, after informing Mr. 
Wier (the then Commiſſary General) of my | | 


intentions, I gave public orders in July, 1779, 


n 


to take all captured articles out of the hands 


— 


of the Commiſſary General and his deputies, | 
and place them in thoſe of a Commiſlary of 
Captures nominated particularly for that ſer- 
vice; that the troops and ſailors when acting 
with the army might be ſupplied gratis, and 
the ſalt proviſions, ſent at a great expence 
from England, be ſaved to the public, in 
proportion to the quantity of freſh iflued to 


the troops, from what was captured from the 
enemy, and not paid for. And on the open+ 
ing the campaign in Carolina in February, 
1780, I appointed Commiſlaries of Captures 

D 2 by 
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by commiſſion, for the purpoſe of converting 
to the good of the ſervice, and the uſe, con- 
veniency, and benefit of the army, all cattle 
and moveable property which might be cap- 
tured from his majeſty's enemies. My orders 
of that period, and the commiſſion and in- 
ſtructions given to thoſe gentlemen and the 
Commiſſary General's deputy, will explain 
to the Commiſhoners, the cautions I uſed to 
prevent receipts being taken for thoſe articles 
(when iſſued to the troops) as for crown ra- 
tions; and no iſſues proceeding from the 
Commiſſary General's ſtores on the days the 
troops were ſupplied by the Commiſſaries of 
Captures; a very conſiderable ſaving accrued, 
of courſe, to the public during that expedi- 
tion, to the cnn (as I have been inform- 
ed) of nearly a million of rations. I do not, 
however, claim merit from the barely having 
done my duty ; but it ſurpriſed me not a lit- 

3 tle 
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tle to ſee this arrangement, and the benefits 
reſulting from it, aſcribed to the orders of a 
Lieutenant General ſerving under my com- 
mand, which were iflued on the 23d of De- 
cember, 1780, nearly eighteen months ſub- 
quent to mine, from which it is to be pre- 
ſumed they originated. 


* 
* 


Though I am not inclined to ſuſpect that 


perſons entruſted with the diſburſement of the 
public money could be ſo loſt to every prin- 
ciple of honour and the fear of puniſhment, 
as to dare to charge more for what they pur- 
chaſed than what was actually paid + and do 
not believe the circumſtance ever happened 
under my immediate command, particularly 
as the Commiſſary of Accounts (Colonel 
Drummond) whoſe duty it was ** to curtail 


* all improper charges, prevent unneceſſary 


* expences, correct abuſes, and ſee that the 


« ſervice 


— — ——_———— 
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&« ſervice was carried on with due ceco- 
© nomy,” &c.* never reported it to me; I 
am yet far from aſſerting that it did not 
happen : but if it ever occurred in any of the 
detached parts of my army, it 1s to be la- 
mented that the general officer commanding 
thoſe detached troops did not report it to me, 
that the offenders might have been properly 
puniſhed, as being the readieſt and moſt ef- 
fectual means of ſtopping the practice for the 
preſent, and preventing it in future. And 
for the ſame reaſon I am equally diſinclined 
to believe, that any perſon entruſted with the 
charge of the public ſtores had appropriated 


any part thereof to their awn. uſe or emolu- 
ment. 


be Reference to the Treaſury letter dated 19th De- 
cember, 1780; the laſt page will ſhew where this ceco- 
nomical arrangement originated, 


With 
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With reſpect to the part of the queſlion 
which aſks whether all perſons concerned in 
the receipt or payment of the public money, 
or in the receipts or iſſues of public ſtores, 
or perſons employed in controlling or 
checking the ſame, were forbidden to trade 
directly or indirectly I beg leave to ſay, 
that I never heard it even ſuſpeRed that of- 
ficers of that deſcription were concerned in 
trade ; but by referring to the commiſſions 
and inſtructions under which they acted, and 
which were ſent to the Board by Captain 
Smith, my late ſecretary, it will be ſeen how 
far they were reſtricted from trade by the 
ſpirit of them. As to the officers of con- 
trol, I cannot ſuppoſe they were ever con- 
cerned ; its impropriety being ſo well under- 
ſtood, that a reſpectable merchant, whom 1 
appointed to control and check the rum 
purchaſes, gave up his concerns in that 


branch 


68 
branch of buſineſs, and declined trade altoge- 
ther while employed. I beg leave likewiſe to 


mention, that during an expedition which I 


commanded in 1776, all articles purchaſed 


for cloathing, feeding, and moving the troops, 
were charged to the public at the very cheap 


prices they coſt (rum for inſtance, at 2s. 10d. 
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per gallon) nor were the perſons who pur- 


chaſed them, even permitted to charge the 


1 20 
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uſual commiſſion for their trouble.“ This 
being a matter I can ſpeak to from my own 
| 5 ' knowledge, as I had more leiſure to look into 
the public expenditures from the ſmallneſs of 
my army, and the very inactive ſtate to 


which it was reduced. 


In anſwer to the laſt part of the queſtion, 
reſpecting their having a concern in the price 


* Colonel Drummond ated as Quarter-maſter Ge- 


neral on that expedition. 
EP x of * 


( 38 ) 
of veſſels, horſes, &c. I can only ſay, that 
I do not recollect my having given any 
formal orders to prevent it, except in a con- 
verſation I had with the Quarter-maſter Ge- 
neral, my expreſſing a wonder that contract 
and controul ſhould be lodged in the fame 
perſon, for the reaſons already adduced in 
my anſwer to the ſecond queſtion ; for ha- 
ving, as I there faid, every reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with the efficiency of the ſupplies, and ha- 
ving none to ſuſpect fraud or injury to the 
public from the ſyſtem under -which I found 
them conducted, I apprehended many incon- 
veuiencies, and even dangers, but ſaw no ad- 
vantages which might ariſe from the enga- 
ging in new experiments, while we were 
carrying on an offenſive war of ſuch uncer- 
tain duration; and had Mr. Wier, of whoſe 
integrity and zeal I had the greateſt opinion, 
been ſo unwiſe to have claimed the 1ights of 
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a commiſſion he held, exactly ſimilar to that 
of his ſucceſſor, Mr. Watſon, by propoſing 


to take the whole ſupplies into his own hands, 


while the army was acting offenſively (as I 
underſtand Mr. Watſon did afterwards, when 
it was on a ſtrict defenſive) I doubt whether 
I ſhould have acquieſced even with that alte- 
ration; and I have too high an opinion of the 
reſpectable officer who ſucceeded me, to ſup- 
poſe he would have acted otherwiſe than 1 
did under the fame circumſtances. Reduced 
however (as that general officer was) to the 
moſt ſtrict defenſive, and brought almoſt 
within ſight of a concluſion of the war, he 
ated perfectly right in making ſuch cecono- 
mical arrangements as he might judge moſt 
conducive to the public benefit. But while 
conducting an offenſive war of great magui- 


tude, no commander in chief could exa- 


mine the accounts of the departments of his 


army, 


army, with the preciſion their intricacy and 
multiplicity required, though ever ſo quali- 
fied by the moſt familiar acquaintance with 
figures and accounts; nor indeed could there 
have been any neceſſity for it while there was 
a Commiſſary of Accounts on the ſpot ; the 
other more important caſes of ſuch a com- 
mand being amply ſufficient to employ every 
moment: of his time. It muſt be admitted, 
therefore, th at frauds, abuſes, and unneceſ- 
ſary expences in the management of the army 
extraordinaries in North America (ſuppoſing 
they had exiſted) could have been effectually 
obviated only by the Commiſſary of Accounts 
having acted from the firſt of his appoint- 
ment, which he was repeatedly called upon 
to do. But as I have to regret that he did 
not, I may without vanity aſſert, that I took 
erdry other precaution which my ſituation 
E 2 and 
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and information ſuggeſted. If I happened at 
iny time to be ſtruck with the increaſe of ex- 
| pence, I immediately called upon the depart- 


ments to account for it, as may be ſeen by 


referring to my correſpondence, particularly 
my circular letter to the heads of depart- 
ments, dated 28th of June, 1780, with 
- their anſwers. This! humbly preſume may 

invalidate the inſinuation of the Seventh Report 
of the Commiſſioners of the Public Accounts, 
that I granted away the public money with- 
out even the ceremony of a quarterly abſtract. 
For though fo much ſtreſs is laid upon final 
warrants, and the abſtracts accompanying 
them, it will readily occur to the lighteſt re- 
fleQion, that in the diſperſed ſtate of the de- 
fartments, the whole of their diſburſements 
could ſcarcely ever be collected in time to be 
included in the quarterly abſtracts, and cons 
ſequently the maney wanted for the public 


ſervice 


(37) 
ſervice muſt have been unavoidably granted 
on account of the commanders in chief, ac« 
cording to the confidence they placed in the 
public officers, (whoſe high rank, ability, and 
very reſpectable characters, ought to have 
raiſed them even above ſuſpicion) and theefs 
timates they laid before them. However, as 
ſoon as I was warranted by the certificates of 
the. Commiſſary of Accounts, or the report 
of a Board which I appointed to receive and 
examine his objections to the accounts of + 
ſome: of the departments, and their anſwers; 
I granted final warrants, before I left: the 
command, to every department, except that 
of the Commaiſſury General, whoſe accounts 
had not been reported upon in time, though 
the Commiſſary of Accounts was repeatedly 
urged to. expedite them, I took effeQual 
meafure to ſecure to the public and the army, 


every poſſible advantage from the cattle, fo- 
2 rage, 


(3) 
rage, and other moveable property taken 
from the enemy. And to obtain every light 
which could forward the purpoſes of cecono- 
my and retrenchment, I appointed the moſt 
reſpectable and beſt qualified boards of inveſ- 
tigation which that army and country afford- 
ed to receive inform{tion from the Commiſ- 
fary of Accounts, and aſſiſt in minutely exa- 
mining into all the expenditures of the diffe- 
rent departments from the beginning of the 
war, to nearly its cloſe; that every abuſe 
which exiſted might be detected, and every 
poſſible means of ſaving the public money 
adopted. I alſo appointed a gentleman of re- 
ſpectable rank and character to watch over 
the purchaſes of rum, that every juſtice 
might be done to the nation and the ſoldier 
in that article; and the inſtant the circum- 


ſtances 
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ſtances of the times tied up my hands and 
confined me to a ſtrict defenſive, I called 
upon all the departments to make every poſ- 
fible reduction i in their reſpective trains, my 
plan for which was given to General Robin- 
ſon upon his being appointed to ſucceed me 
in the command. I do not preſume to 


plume myſelf with any benefits reſulting 


from theſe meaſures to this kingdom, but I 


hope it will not be judged unreaſonable in me 
to expect that they may at leaſt ſerve to refute 
the charges of want of œconomy and atten- 
tion, which have been ſo very illiberally inſi- 
nuated againſt me in the ſeventh Report al- 
Juded to. I am, SIR, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
H. C. 


* The Reſolution of the Houſe of Commens of 
March, 1782. 
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P. &. To fave the trouble of tranſcribing 
my orders and letters reſpecting the ap- 
pointment of Commiſſaries of Captures, 


I beg leave to incloſe my printed letter to 
| the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, 
in which they are inſerted : ; I likewiſe 

take the liberty of referring the Commiſ- 

* of the preſent Board of Accounts 
to the proceedings of the two Boards of 
! - Inveſtigation appointed by me at New- 


tas §˖˙·¹ 


| Vork, which contain a variety of moſt 


6 * 


important information, and may be obtain- 
© | ed by application to the Lords of his Ma- 
ʒjeſty's Treaſury; having tranſmitted them 
to their Lordſhips from America many 
months before the above Commiſſioners of 

| Public Accounts delivered in their ſeventh 
Report on the extraordinaries of the army ; 
therein they will alſo fiad. the return of 
muſters made of the trains and veſſels at- 
| tached 


„ 


tached to the different departments in Au- 
guſt 1781; alſo for che contract or agree- 
ment entered into by Sir William Erſkine 
during the command of my predeceflor, 
Sir William Howe, with Meſſrs. Win- 
throp and Kemble in April 1777, and the 
other documents left by Sir William Erſ- 
kine in the office of the Quarter-maſter 
General, and the formal reports of the 
deputies, Colonel Bruyn and Major Ro- 
binſon ; the copies of my circular letter 
to the heads of departments in June 1780, 
reſpeQing the increaſe of expenditure, with 
their anſwers ; andall the other papers re- 
ferred to in this letter, not already ſent to 
the Commiſhoners, or included in the 
above, are herewith incloſed. 
H. CLINTON, 

Lieutenant-General, late Commander 
in Chief in North America. 

THE END. 


